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"Lord Mayor Desiro, Council members, ladies and gentlemen,

Shirley Stark and myself work with the local Ghostwalks in downtown Niagara on the
Lake and have become intrigued with local history particularly regarding Colonel John
Butler. We have been researching for the past year as members of the Niagara on the
Lake museum. Our museum staff has been amazingly supportive in our quest.

Our main objective here, is to have Butler's Burial Ground given immediate attention to
maintain it's integrity in view of it's current deterioration. As part of our locale and
heritage we hope the Town can lend assistance in that endeavor. We realize this is a
Park's Canada property. We have had ongoing discussions with Lisa Curtis and her staff
at Parks Canada. It was determined that unless it is a National Historic Site funding is
not a priority. She agreed that they would keep the grass cut but recent visits to the site
have shown this has not been maintained.

We believe the burial ground, should be designated a National Historic Site and hope that
the Town will be supportive in achieving this recognition.

Our Town has been recognized nationally and internationally as the "prettiest town for its
population”. T ask anyone to take a look at this current burial location and tell me if this
conforms to that definition? Is this how we honour our founding historic ancestors?

"That old sacred spot the earliest cemetery probably in Upper Canada now lies
utterly abandoned and almost forgotten...It is the greatest disgrace these Annals have to
record of Niagara."

William Kirby

"Annals of Niagara", 1896 Pg. 119

"It is a pleasure to record that the Park Commissioners, Niagara Falls, have lately
placed a strong iron fence around the half acre and it is hoped a cairn will be placed
with the names of those interred within."

Janet Carnochan

"Inscriptions and Graves", 1910 Pg. 8

These two local historic figures reflected their concern about the burial ground over 100
years ago! We still do not have a caim indicating the individuals buried at this site and
the existing markers are becoming illegible. Shirley is compiling a comprehensive list of
names of those buried there from our research. The fence referred to is in disrepair. This
will take time and money that the owner, Parks Canada needs to address now!

Being the burial place of the founders of our town, it's not only a historical site , also
a historical landmark. There is a bust of Colonel John Butler at the National War
Memorial in Ottawa recognizing him as one of fourteen National Canadian heroes.
This hero’s final resting place sits in a state of neglect and that is not acceptable!

We've been trying to bring attention to this deteriorating site for over a year, hoping that
someone who can make a difference will step up. The $76,000.00 bridge that was built on
Parks Canada property to provide safe access to the burial ground was established and



funded by our town. We would like to see the same support given to the historical site it
leads to.

There should be no question or hesitation in designating Butler's Burial Ground as a
national historic site. However, while this process is essential in ensuring it's future
preservation and maintenance, it will take time during which the state of the property will
continue to deteriorate rapidly.

It needs to be restored to the park-like setting it was created to be. The original stones are
disappearing into the ground and the Claus vault was intentionally buried in order to
preserve its integrity. The gravestones and the vault need to be restored or they will
disappear forever. There also needs to be a caim, or some type of memorial, recognizing
all the people buried there. I’'m sure the local ancestors to Butler’s Rangers would be
most appreciative.

Some of the earliest pictures of the property show where a spring provided fresh water
for its visitors, steps leading up to the gravestones, benches beside the entrance to the
vault and even a flag pole can be seen in the background.

While Parks Canada can only commit to restoration projects if they're designated national
historic sites, we believe the town can take immediate action as they did with the bridge
project. The decay of this property over the last year is shocking. Whatever steps are
necessary to have the place designated a national historic site must be initiated as soon as
possible. However, time is of the essence and if the preservation and restoration of this
cemetery is not treated as an urgent maiter, we will continue to lose pieces of our history
that can never be replaced.

In summary, Colonel Butler’s intelligence, his loyalty and his compassion for others
made him a hero to loyalists, natives, slaves, families and all who knew him.

From Great Britain to loyalist families who had lost everything, when you needed help,
you relied on Colonel John Butler.

He negotiated the deal to buy this land, he chose the first 16 settlers here, he rescued
thousands of families while his own was held captive by his enemies for 5 years, he
founded churches both sides of the border...(there's more)...And we have the honour of
having him here! We should feel privileged that we are the keepers of this hero's final
resting place.

Our Town needs to stress to Parks Canada this site needs the recognition it deserves.

Time is of the essence and integrity is the need.

Thank you."
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7/10/2019 Designation Process - History and culture

Nomination
received

Does not meet criteria
Prefiminary Evaluation
by Farks Carada Historians

Meets criteria

Freparation of 2 report for the
Board's review usually for
a meeting a year later,

Recommendation deferred’
for clarification or a request
for additional information -

HSMBC reviews
the subject

The Board's recommendations
are sent in the form of Minutes
to the Minister for
his review and approval

The Minister approves
the Miniutes

Marnination refused

{Sereening report is provided)

Preparation of

supplementary report

N

Positive
recommendation

Minister announces the

desigriation to the proponent

B —

Negative
recommendation

The Board's Secretariat

advises propanent
of the decision

Flowchart of the Designation Process
© Parks Canada
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