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Adding 

POA Fines 

to Tax Rolls

s. 441.1 Municipal Act, 2001

Unpaid fines

441.1 Upon the request of a municipality that has 
entered into a transfer agreement under Part X of the 
Provincial Offences Act, the treasurer of a local 
municipality may add any part of a fine for a commission 
of a provincial offence that is in default under section 69 
of the Provincial Offences Act to the tax roll for any 
property in the local municipality for which all of the 
owners are responsible for paying the fine and collect it in 
the same manner as municipal taxes.  2009, c. 33, 
Sched. 4, s. 4.
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s.69 Provincial Offences Act

Default

69. (1) The payment of a fine is in 

default if any part of it is due and 

unpaid for fifteen days or more.  1993, 

c. 31, s. 1 (26).

Advantages

• Outstanding fine will be shown on the tax bill, 
and if owner paying by Pre-authorized or by 
mortgage company, fine will be paid 
automatically

• Municipalities keep fee and interest

• Potential to collect on otherwise unrecoverable 
fines

• More revenue to be shared by municipalities and 
the Region 
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How?

• POA files Writ and provides verified information to municipality

• Municipality adds fine and fee to tax roll (Interest accrues to 
municipality)

• Municipality sends notice to owner (optional)

• POA and municipality monitor accounts for payment

• If fine is paid at municipality 
– municipality reports payment to POA 

– municipality keeps fee and interest

– municipality remits balance of payment to POA

• If fine is paid at POA
– payment reported to municipality 

– Municipality removes fine from tax roll

Delinquent Fines in Niagara
Municipality Total Sole Value Joint Value

Offenders $

Fort Erie 472 $   1,655,697.64 11 $  17,007.82 22 $    63,141.01 

Grimsby 75 $      232,954.63 0 2 $      4,182.20 

Lincoln 115 $      550,920.40 3 $  59,690.24 4 $    12,699.66 

Niagara Falls 1421 $   5,862,241.87 16 $  88,206.08 23 $    61,220.73 

NOTL 78 $      217,416.75 2 $    2,335.85 4 $      7,529.49 

Pelham 77 $      511,323.71 2 $  11,959.40 0

Port Colborne 251 $       875,007.16 3 $    3,294.63 10 $    34,159.33 

St. Catharines 2215 $  10,541,021.05 21 $  99,761.52 35 $  120,328.56 

Thorold 312 $   1,213,706.47 4 $    7,879.69 4 $      5,929.59 

Wainfleet 49 $      105,496.41 1 $    6,731.48 0

Welland 746 $   2,931,605.23 9 $  33,925.50 9 $    46,141.07 

West Lincoln 55 $      311,748.09 4 $  78,578.53 0

Total 5866 $ 25,009,139.41 76 $409,370.74 113 $  355,331.64 
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Other Municipalities

Municipality Population
Added to 

Tax $ Added to Tax $ Recovered Recovered

United Counties of 
Leeds & Grenville
Since January 2012

99,306 4 $ 16,494.94 $ 5,805.00 35%

Ottawa
Since January 2011

812,136 172 $ 476,880.44 $ 353,097.53 74%

Kawartha Lakes
Since January 2012

73,214 61 $ 204,286.00 $ 74,475.00 36%

Mississauga
Since Oct 2012

713,443 132 $ 70,202.00 $ 5,721.00 8%

Brampton 
since December 2010

523,911 116 $ 371,468.03 $ 202,261.32 55%

Ontario Municipal Tax and Revenue 

Association (OMTRA)

• Pilot Project with municipalities who are adding 

to each others tax rolls and sharing best practices

– Eg. City of Ottawa adding Ottawa POA fines to tax rolls 

in Belleville

• Inter-municipal Agreements have been executed

• Report back to OMTRA at spring conference

• Lobby for expanded power (include joint owners)
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Next Steps

• Attend municipal meetings to clarify process, if 
required

• Enter into Agreements with municipalities in 
2013

• Niagara Region IT staff investigate interface 
between POA and municipalities in 2013

• Add fines to Tax Rolls and refine process and 
develop best practices 

Questions?

Diane Chase

Supervisor, POA Collections

905-734-7880 ext 227

diane.chase@niagararegion.ca

Joanne Spriet

Associate Director, Court Services

905-371-8988 ext 333

joanne.spriet@niagararegion.ca


