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Whereas Niagara-on-the-Lake is a mature destination and the tourism infrastructure needs 
expansion and renewal, and  
 
Whereas the local taxpayers of 18,000 cannot continue to carry the burden for tourism 
infrastructure for upwards of 2,000,000 tourists annually, and    
 
Whereas the Province, recommended in the Minister of Tourism, Heritage Sports and Culture's 
Tourism Economic Recovery Ministerial Task Force,  
recommendation number 7: 
 
7. Reduce the amount of time tourism businesses spend on red tape so they can spend time 

delivering unforgettable experiences   
  

Build on government’s early successes to support business (eg providing municipalities with 
the power to designate for responsible alcohol consumption, permanently allowing 
restaurants to do takeout/delivery of alcohol), by taking a cross-ministerial approach and 
collaborating with Ministries to create conditions for a thriving tourism industry, related to 
responsibly loosening alcohol laws, hospitality sector and gaming and reviewing Municipal 
Accommodation Tax (MAT) to optimize revenue generation for the tourism industry.   

 
Whereas on November 23, 2017, the Province of Ontario issued the Transient Accommodation 
Regulation 435/17, which came into force December 1, 2017 and provides the necessary 
provisions for municipalities across Ontario to implement a Municipal Accommodation Tax (MAT), 
and 
 
Whereas many municipalities have instituted a MAT in their areas, and 
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Vaughn 
Waterloo region 
Wawa 
Wilmot 
Windsor 
Woolwich 
were listed in a previous report to Council in 2020  
 
Therefore, be it resolved, that Council support the introduction of MAT within the 2022 budget for 
accommodations with 5 or more rooms, with a scaled up version of 2%, 3% and 4% over 3 years,  
 
And that Audit & Finance Committee formulate recommendations for tourism based capital projects 
for Council consideration in the 2022 Budget, 
 
And that the introduction of MAT be included in the scope of the Tourism Strategy, 
 
And further that the cost of the administration of the program be funded from the Municipal 
Accommodation Tax. 
 
 
 


